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Alexandria Preservation Trust APT - Alexandria, Egypt

Conservation & Rehabilitation of
Alexandria's City Center

Gamal Abdel Nasser Avenue & Salah Salem Street
(Fouad Ist Avenue & Sherif Pasha Street)

Résumé

Ce projet d'étude préparé par I'Alexandria Preservation Trust (APT) en 1991
pour le gouvernorat a eu pour objectif de préserver et revitaliser
I'environnement bati et urbain du centre-ville d'Alexandrie.

L'étude se base sur la conservation de deux voies historiques et prestigieuses
du centre-ville; la voie Canopique, existant depuis la fondation de la ville par
Alexandre le Grand en 331 AV. J.C. (connue a travers les siécles aussi
comme la rue Rosette, la rue Fouad |., I'avenue Horreya et Gamal Abd El
Nasser), et son extension la rue Cherif (actuellement la rue Salah Salem).
Dans ce cadre, la création d'une unité pour la gestion du patrimoine dans le
gouvernorat d'Alexandrie avait été proposée, afin de prendre en charge
I'exécution du projet, et le futur développement et conservation du patrimoine
alexandrin. Bien que cette unité n'ait jamais été créée, plusieurs projets de
rénovation et de rehabilitation ont été réalisés. Quelques exemples sont
examinés dans ce dossier soulignant les réalisations réussies et les défis
associés au processus de conservation du patrimoine et aux expériences
d'Alexandrie.
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Conservation & Rehabilitation of Alexandria's City

Figure 1

Map showing the
city center of
Alexandria with
Fouad | Av. & Sherif
Street highlighted
in red.

Introduction

Definition of the study area

The selected area has been chosen as a pilot
project for the future redevelopment of the city
center. The two kilometers of Gamal Abdel
Nasser Avenue, which runs along the original
Canopic Way, and its continuation along Salah
Salem Street, approximately half a kilometer in
length, cut across the heart of the modern
European city and contain some of the city's most
remarkable nineteenth and early twentieth cen-
tury architecture. The ancient Canopic Way,
existing since 331 BC when the city was founded
by Alexander the Great, with its remarkable
history and the few remaining archaeological
sites, mostly cisterns, is also waiting to be evoked
and reintegrated in the city's urban fabric. The
importance of the chosen area is further
emphasized by the variety of activities concen-
trated in the city center: administration, finance,
commerce, leisure and habitat. The study area
represents the main traffic axis of the city, acting
as a link extending eastwards along Aboukir
Road and westwards to the port area.
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The character of the street, despite its present
condition, remains representative of the high style
architecture of the city's belle époque. The Latin
and the Greek quarters contained the city's elitist
residences, which have been more recently
transformed into cultural centers, banks, and
government and administrative offices. Despite a
few individual attempts to preserve some of these
buildings, a more effective approach of listing the
buildings and preserving their collective charac-
ter, while preventing further deterioration or
destruction, remains of the highest priority. In the
urban context, the project aims to complement
fagcade renovations and lighting with urban
upgrading, appropriate street furniture and acces-
sories, as well as deal with some of the city
center's traffic and parking problems. Potential
sites for future development are to be chosen in
an effort to stimulate and revive the economic and
social potentials of the city center, while safe-
guarding the general character and quality of the
built environment. The study area also included
proposals for the renovation of the traditional and
more popular district of Kom el-Dik as a
complementary example to the elitist architecture
of this avenue.

Project aims

- To capitalize on the city's historic past by
rehabilitating its archeological heritage and rein-
tegrating it into the contemporary socio-economic
and cultural context.

- To safeguard the nineteenth and early twentieth
century architectural heritage by direct interven-
tion through restoration, renovation and rehabili-
tation of selected outstanding buildings. This will
be further enhanced by proper fagade lighting
and landscaping.

- To upgrade the quality of the urban environment
by carrying out pavement renovation, installing
new lighting and street furniture, and attending to
landscaping. Some of the city center's traffic and
transport problems will also be dealt with.

- To review potential and vacant sites for
development and to propose a set of guideline
policies for new development schemes. This will
enhance the urban quality, while keeping the
harmony and true character of the streets.

- To enhance the quality of living, work and

entertainment in the city center.

- To create a better environment for sustainable
economic, social and cultural development by
offering investment, employment and tourist
opportunities.

- To promote the development of a collaborative
partnership between governmental institutions,
private investors and international aid agencies.
The aim is to encourage sustainable growth and
development in the city, while creating a
favorable environment for effective public partici-
pation through the creation of a Heritage
Management Unit (HM-Unit) in the Governorate
of Alexandria with the participation of NGOs,
such as the Friends of the Museum of
Alexandria, Rotary Club and the Tenants
Association of Sherif Street.

Project phases

1. The pre-design phase was concerned with the
survey of existing historical and archeological
sites, as well as architectural and urban
conditions. The project aims and desired stan-
dards were set at this stage. This whole process
identified problems and areas of concern, which
eventually lead to policy formulations and
guidelines for development. Open events and
seminars presented the project in its survey and
preliminary proposal stages to the public.
Relevant comments and concerns solicited at
this point were included in a final revised
proposal. A preliminary cost and feasibility study
also accompanied this stage.

2. In the design phase, the revised preliminary
proposals will be discussed with participants and
potential developers prior to the preparation of
final drawings and tender documents. This will be
accompanied with a detailed feasibility, finance
and project implementation phase in the form of
a final report, while the active participants,
developers and contractors are identified.

3. The post-design phase is related to the actual
implementation and project execution: site su-
pervision and management to be developed
within  the framework of the Heritage
Management Unit (HMU) to be created in the
Governorate of Alexandria.
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Survey and analysis

Historical analysis

The Canopic Way, today Gamal Abdel Nasser
Avenue, ran from east to west and was the main
street of the city as conceived in Dinocrate's
original plan in 331 BC. From the city's two main
gates, that of the sun and moon, it was lined with
statues and columns, and paved with marble. It is
believed that at its intersection with a perpendicu-
lar street running north to south (today's Nabi
Daniel Street) was the Soma, believed to be
Alexander the Great's burial place.

The ancient city, abandoned during medieval
times, remained in ruins until the early nineteenth
century. The immense building activities during
the reign of Mohamed Ali and of his successors
eventually led to important excavation works
undertaken by Mahmoud el Falaki, the Khedive
Ismail's astronomer, in the 1860s. El Falaki
records in his Carte de ['Antique Alexandrie
published in 1866, that the Via Canopica was the
main artery for access to important sites
such as the Gymnasium, the Paneum, the Soma,

the Mouseion, a temple of Serapis (replaced by
the Church of Saint Athanasius and today the
Attarine Mosque) and later the Mosque of a
Thousand Columns. These excavations were
followed by Ferdinand Noack's investigations at
the end of the nineteenth century. Breccia and
Adriani's work at the beginning of the twentieth
century revealed a few remaining water cisterns
on the Canopic Way, possibly dating from the
Islamic period.

The revival of the old Canopic Way, known as rue
Rosette during the second half of the nineteenth
century with the expansion of the cosmopolitan
city, came as a natural continuity of the growth of
the European quarters, from the place des
Consuls, later Mohamed Ali Square, towards
suburban Ramleh. Among the important edifices
along the rue Rosette was the Zizinia Theater
(1863) and later, the city's first museum and the
municipality in around 1890.

Yet the most characteristic feature of the
street's urban morphology was the presence
of elitist residences, especially after the
bombardment of the city in 1882 and the
rebuilding boom that followed. Filipo Pini, an
ltalian, was the first promoter of this new
Quartier Rosette and his house, built in 1880,
is today the Spanish Consulate. His compatri-
ots, the Aghion family, contracted the architect
Antoine Lasciac to design a Palazzina in
1885, which is now the Al-Ahram building.
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Other ltalians — Luzzatto, Averino and Sinigallia
— chose this area for their mansions and were
joined by Levantines such as Sursock, Zogheb,
Abou Shanab and Bassili, and Greeks like
Benaki, Salvago and Valassopoulou. To this day,
their residences testify to the extent of wealth
and pluralism of the city's cosmopolitan society.
By the turn of the century, Alexandria had
established a reputation as Egypt's commercial
and financial capital. Mohamed Ali Square,
formerly known as the place des Consuls, and
the adjacent Sherif Street, presently Salah
Salem Street, were the seat of the Stock
Exchange and many bank premises: the Anglo-
Egyptian Bank, Lloyds Bank, the Bank of Athens
and the elegant Banco di Roma designed by
Henri Gorra in 1905 and inspired by the Palazzo
Farnese in Rome.

The burst of prosperity following the First World War
fostered even further the elitist character of the rue
Rosette which was now called Fouad | Street after
the new king of Egypt. The era witnessed the
development of a number of elegant apartment
blocks such as the Paraskevas and Meclovez
apartment block (1924); the Adda Complex
(1927) designed by Gustave Nahman; the
Cordahi Complex (1929) by Georges Parcq
which included the Mohamed Ali Theater; and
the elegant ensemble of buildings developed by
Fumaroli (1929). The latter and the Paraskevas
building received municipal awards for their

/ CART :-:\ :

" DE L'ANTIQUE ALEXANDRIE
ET DE SES FAUBOURGS

Dressie
sar Jex ordres de S.AL e Viee Bt d'Egvple
a l2ide de fouifies, nivellaments o suties cocherches
far MAHNOUD-BEY. Atroaeme e Son Alfesse

Figure 2
Schematic dia-
gram of the logical
framework.
Figure 3
Alexandria in the
third century BC
as depicted in the
map of Mahmoud
El Falaki, 1866.
The Canopic Way
is the main artery
of the city.






